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| The Perpetuity of the CH RISTI- 
AN RELIGION. 


SERMON on Psar. Ixxii. 17. 


His Name ſhall endure for ever: His 
Name ſhall be continued as long as the 
Sun: And Men ſhall be bleſſed in him: 
All Nations ſhall call him bleſſed. 


a: HIS Pſalm, in which the Words 

> now read before you do lie,doth evi- 
> dently diſcover itſelf, by the Tenor of 
it, and likewiſe by the Title prefixed 
* ir, to have a particular Reſpect 
unto Solomon, and to the Happineſs of his peace- 
ful and auſpicious Reign, But there are ſeve- 
ral Paſſages in this Pſalm, in which the inſpir'd 
Penman doth ſoar ſo very high above the Type 
in Solomon, that they cannot, in any tolerable 


Senſe, be looked upon as applicable unto him, 
2 or 


i 


4 The Perpetuity of the 


or as having had their Accompliſhment i in him; 
- whereas they are obviouſly applicable unto the 
great and glorious Antitype, the promiſed Meſs 
ſias, our bleſſed Redeemer the Lord Jeſus, Such 
s that Paſſage in the 5th Verſe of the Pſalm, 
They ſhall fear thee as long as the Suz and Moon 
endure, throughout all Generations : Such alſo is 
that in the 7th Verſe, In bis Days. ſhall the 
Righteous flouriſh, and abundance of Peace, fo 
long as the Moon endureth : But eſpecially that 
ef our Text, in the 17th Verſe, Hit Name ſbal 
endure for ever : His Name ſhall be continued as 
long as the Sun ; And Men ſhall be bleſſed in him : 
All / Nations ſpall call him bleſſed. 1 deſign there- 
fore, as GOD ſhall pleaſe to give Aſſiſtance, to 
conſider theſe Words now, as eminently rela- 
tive to our bleſſed Redeemer, | 
There are ſeveral Things of great Impor- 
tance, to be taken Notice of by us in them : 
if, We have ſomewhat concerning the Perpe- 
tuity of his great and glorious Name, Hir Name 
Ball endure for ever: Hit Name ſhall be contys 
nued as long as the Sun, © 2dly,'We. have the 
Happineſs which the Children of Men ſhall at- 
tain unto by him, Aud Men fhall be bleſſed in 


lin. 3dly, We have the grateful Acknowledge: 
ments +" ſhall be made unto him, All Nations 
Hall call him bleſſed. Now J would endeavour to 
Spa ſomewhat upon each of theſe, and then 
pin 228 ee Lorena OR” 
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As to the firſt of theſe, I would firſt conſi- | 
der what we are to underſtand by his Name, 
and then open up the nN relative to. 
it. 

17, Then by his Name we may W 
bimſelf; as when we ſpeak of one's Name 4s 
famous, we mean the Perſon himſelf, is famous, 
and is held i in Remembrance. In like Manner, 
when the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer, Philip. ii. 9. doth obſerve, that GOD hath 
given him à Name which is above every Name, 
in that great Authority and Dignity to which he 
hath advanced him; he addeth, that at the Name 
of Feſus every Knee ſhould bow ; that is, that 
every Perſon may be excited and encouraged to 
. reverence and ſerve, and pay their Homage un- 
to him whoſe Name is feſus. And this you will 
obſerve to be quite a different Thing, trom that 
Popiſh and ſuperſtitious Cuſtom ( falſly founded 
by ſome upon this Paſſage) of bowing the Bo. 
dy at the pronouncing of the very Wan of | 
the Word Jeſus, 

2dly, By his Name we may underfiant bis 
glorious Excellencies and Endowments; for, by 
theſe, as by a Name, is he made known unto 
us; and ſeveral of theſe doth the Prophet 1/aiaþ 
point out to us, in a very beautiful, lofty and 
magnificent Strain, ſaying, ia. ix. 6: Unto'us @ 
Child. is born, unto us a Son is given; and hit 
* ame n be called, W onderful, amel, the 


mighty 


The Per "DIRE of the 
* 60 , the everlaſting Father, the Prince of 


Peace. 

Zaly, By his Name we may underſtand bis 
Religion ; the true, the holy, the Chriſtian Relgi- 
on; of which he is the great Author and Foun - 
dation; and by which, he, his glorious Perfecti- 
ons and Qualifications, his wonderful Perfor- 
mances for us, and gracious Deſigns toward us, 
are in ſuch a Manner manifeſted to us, that we 
may well know him as it were by Name, and 
may be able to diſtinguiſh him trom every owgr A 
Perſon. 

* gthly, By his Name we may vadecfined his 
Kinzdom and Government ; for, by this alſo, as 
by a Name, 1s he made . unto us; and 
by che Holineſs, the Juſtice, the Equity, and 
Benignity of his Adminiſtration, is his Name 
highly honoured, and he himſelf greatly re- 
nowned, 3 
And now, as to the Expreſſions in the Text | 
relative to this bis Name, ye may obſerve 
there are two; His Name ſhall endure forever; 
| His Name ſhall be continued as long as the Sun; 

The firſt of theſe doth point out ſeveral 

Things unto us; as 1/7, that be himſelf ſhall live 
| for ever; for tho' he was dead, and did die for 
our Gr, according to the Scriptures; yet, ac- 
cording alſo to the Scriptures, He roſe from the 
Dead, is now alive, and lives for ever more. (a) 

2dly, The Expreſſion, His Name ſhall endure 
* ever, doth intimate, that all his various Ex- 

cellences 


(a) Hes. . 18, 


- 


Chriſtian Religion. 7 
callivdicies and Enduements ſhall remain with 
him for. ever. He will ftill continue to be ihe 


Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, and the entre 


„ 


Image of his Perſon (a). He will till be pofleft 


of the ſame Wiſdom and Power and Goodneſs, 


for the maintaining of his People's Happineſs, 
that he had in the purchaſing of it for them. 

34h, It points at the Perpetuity of his Reli- 
gion, as a Religion that ſhall be found to be ! in 
ſeveral Reſpects, an everlaſting Religion. Hence it 
is, we read of the everlaſimg Goſpel (5), a Goſpel 
and Religion that ſhall endure for ever; as e- 
minently calculated, not only for the State of 
the Saints of God here upon Earth, but alſo 
for their Condition when they get into Heaven. 
For as it preſcribeth Repentance and Faith, and 


Hope and Holineſs tor the Saints of GOD, while 


they are here below; ſo it affures us, That in 
Heaven above, the Gries and Sorrows of Re. 


1 pentunce ſhall be for ever ſuperſeded, Faith ſhall 


be changed into Viſion, and Hope into Fruition; 
but, that Holmeſs ſhall be for ever continued 
there, and that in its very higheſt Perfection. 
4thly, The Expreſſion points at the Ferpetui- 
ty ot his Kingdom and Government, Accordingly 
we are told, Iſa. ix. 7. Of the Increaſe of bis 
Government and Pence there {ball ke no End; and 
Heb, i. 8. to the Son its ſaid, Thy Throne, O 
GOD, 11 for ever and ever. 


51th, i 
(a) Heb. „ 3. (66) Rev. xiv. 6. "OA 


8 7 be Perpetnity of the 


511, It implies, there ſhall always be ſome. 
to preſerre among them the Honour of his 
Name, and to pay the Homage that is due to 
ſo great, ſo glorious, ſo renowned a Perſon.. 

ints on Earth, and Saints in Heaven, yea the 


$10 orious Angels « ot Heaven, ſhall all concur in 


us maintaining for ever the Honour due un- 
to his Name ; therefore, as it is faid unto the 
Church, the whole Body of the Saints, P/al, 


lv. 11. He is thy Lord, warſhip thou * EY: 


its faid unto the Angels, Hb. 8. Let all the. 
Angels of God worfvip him. 
And now as to the ſecond Expreſſion rela- 
tive to the Perpetuity of his Name, His Name 
all be continued as long as the Sun ; there are theſe. 
following Things I would ſuggeſt unto you; 
1½, Tho', as the Apoſtle Peter aſſures us, 2 Epiſt. 
i. Chap. 10 and 11 Verſes, that, at "the laſt 
roll The Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great 


Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent 


Heat, the Earth alſo, and the Works, that are 
therein ſball be burnt up; and, that all theſe Things 
ſhall be diſſolved; that glorious Luminary, the 


Sun in the Firmament not excepted ; yet, we 


are by no Means to look upon this Expreſ.. 
Gon in the Text, in which the Plalmiſt tells us, 


Chriffs Name hall be continued as long as the Sun, 


to be a Limitation of the former Expreſſion, 
which we have opened, up unto you as fo very 


extenſive and ſtrong, His Name ſhall endure for 


ever; But rather, the latter Expreſſion in the 
Tex: 


4 


| 
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Text is to be look'd: upon as a juſt and native 
Inference, obviouſſy deducible —— former; 


it being plain, that ſeeing his Name is o - 


dure for ever, even for ever and ever, through. 
aut all the endless A 


25 of Eternity; ir wHI no 
doubt be continued ar as the n even unt 
the End of Time. 


And yet 24) This * e a is 0 
juſt and obvious, is not to be therefore Ioohed 
as ſoperſtuous and needleſs. If Matters 
are well conſidered, there is nothing ſo, in all 
the bleſſed Scriptures ot Truth. There i is til a 
good Reaſon, even for theſe very Repetitions, 
which one would be ready to think mi ght well 
be ſpared; whatever K arent and prejodiced 
Minds may be apt ſometimes to imagine un- 
to the contrary. And there is very good Rea - 
ſon in particular here, for the ſecond as well as 
tor the firſt Expreſſion ; For, 
1/}, This — in the ſecond Expreſſion 
is made to ſuggeſt unto us, what doth in a 
very peculiar Manner concern us; namely, that 


not only ſhall the Honour of the Redeonidch 5 


Name, be ever, ſomewhere or another main- - 
tain'd, either in Heaven or in Earth; but in 
particular, that it ſhall till, in ſome. conſider- 
able Meaſure be maintain d even upon Earth, 
throughout all ſucceeding Generations ; ; as long 
as the Sun itſelf ſhall continue to ſhine 1 upon: the 

Earth, and the Inhabitants of it. FED 


B 4 mee, 
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However, 24h, It ſeems. alſo to ſuggeſt uf. 


to us, That the Honour of his Name upon 


Earth, and the State of his holy Religion there, 
will ee be variable as the un, which ſome- 
times is under Cloud and mineth but faintly, 
at other Times ſhineth brightly and very ex- 


tenſively; as in like Manner, the Glory of our 
Kedeemer' s Name, and the Honour of his Armge 
dom, is ſometimes leſs and ſometimes more 


conſpicuous ; ſometimes confin'd within a nar- 
rower Compaſs, and ſometimes more extenſive 
and glorious,” __ 

.- Zdly, In that it is ſaid, His Name (hall be 
continue as long as the . and that his Name, 
as ye have heard, doth among other Things, 
point at ie holy Religion and Kingdom; this in- 
timateth to us, that in Proportion to the Re- 
gard and Honour that is paid among Men un- 
to im and to his Name, ſuch always will che 
Succels be of his holy Religion, and ſuch the Proſ- 
perity of his Kingdom, even as long as the Sun 
doth endure; and conſequently, that the leſs of 
Regard is at any Time paid to him and to his 
Name, the more will his holy Religion be loling 
Ground, and be upon the Decline. 

I now proceed to the ſecond general Thing 
in the Text, the Happineſs which the Children 
of Men mall attain unto by our Redeemer, 
Nen ſhall be bleſſed in him. The Word Men is 
not indeed in the Original, but is very fitly, 


and agreeably to the Text and Context, ſupplied 


by 


5 Chrs ian Religion.” 1 
| by the Tranſlators ; ; and by this are we to un⸗ 
derſtand the Children. of Men, of both Sexes; 
ſome of all Sorts, and of all Nations, as the Ex- | 
preſſion is in the following: Clauſe. Of theſe 
we are told, not only. that they ſhall be bleſſed, 
but that thay. ſhall be bed in him, whereby 
is intimated unto us, 1½, That it is only 8 5 
his Sake, and upon his Account that we gan 
expect to be bleſſed... He only iS the Beloved, 
in whom we are to be accepted, as the Apoſile 
| |  feacheth us, Eph, i. 6. 2dly, That our being 
in Chriſt, or bi a true and ſincere Faith DEE 

to him, is in ſome reſpects the great Foun» 
dation of our Bleſſedneſs. 345 That all och 
as are thus in him, ſhall moſt reh) be e 
in hin, and together with him. 

Bur, now, it will be fit to enquire a little, | 
how it is, or with what, Men may expect to be | 
bleſſed in bim; and this indeed opens à Field of 
a very large Extent ; for the Bleſlings to be had 
in him, are exceeding many, and various and 


great. " However, I ſþall only touch a Fs u- 


n ſome of them. And, 
©. Firſt, Men ſhall be Hleſſed i in bi , even 23 fo 
= Bleſſings of the preſent Life; in as far as 

theſe are really fit- for them, and needful to 
carry on the Work of God and of our Redeemer 

by them. And when ſuch as are in Chrift, 
have any even of the common Bleſſings of Life 

beſtowed upon them, they are beſtowed in a 
| (Roguihing Nance are accompanied v with | 
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viii. 32. to the railing of our Hopes in Chrift 
even as to the greateſt Things; doth equally. 
_ ſerve to encourage our ExpeRtations as to theſe 
lower Things, as far as they thall really be pro- 


are in Chrift as to the common Bleſſings, the 


a diſtinguiſhing Bleffing, as Tokens of Love, 
and Pledges of greater and betrer Things in res 
ſerve for The, And indeed, the Apoſtle's Rea - 
ſoning in ſo ſtrong a Manner as he doth, Nom. 


per for us; for ſays he, He that ſpared not hit 


own Fon, tu t delivered him up for us all, bow 
Hal he not with him alſo frech give us all Things 1 


But 24h, However it fare: with theſe that 


Riches, the Honours and Proſperities of the pre- 
ſent Life; ; they ſhall. ſurely be Bleſſed in him, 
with the moſt valuable and ge a Rtches ; for 
fays the Apoſtle,” 2 Cor. viii. 9. Te know the 
Grace "of our Lord Feſus Ct, that rhough be 


was rich, yet for your Sakes be became poor, that 


ye through his Poverty might be rich; rich towards 


God, rich in Grace, rich in Faith, rich in govd 


; Works, and rich in a ſure Title unto the heavenly 


Inheritance. 


34h, Men Ball be 7 in bim, with that great 


and fundamental Bleſſing, the Pardon of their 
mo” for as the Apoſtle hath it, Rom. viii. 


1, There 1s 7 1 10 Condemnation to them that are in 


4h, They ſhalt be le in zin with Endl. 
fying and renewing Grace; for as ye have it, 


F * v. 17 n am Man be m * Ir irs 


new 
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Chriſtiun n, 1 
ew Creature; the Workmanſbip of GOD: ea 
in Mriſt M e 
alſo ſpeaketh, Zph. 11, 10. 

 Sthly, Men ſhall be biaſt in Jim with Pd. 
for. ſays the Apoſtle, #ph, ii. 14. He it ou 
Peace. Indeed, even theſe that are in 
and are in a peculiar Manner dear unto hit, 


do not always enjoy Peace with Men. On the > 
juſt Reaſon 


contrary, oftentimes have they too 
to lament and ſay as the bleſſed Plalmiſt, Hal. 
xx. 5, 6. Wo ir me that I fojourn in Meſech, 
that 1 tellin the Tems of Kedar : My Sow hath 


Gift, they ſhall be ſure of the beſt and moſt 


baluable Peace. Jo. 16, ult. In tht World yo 


ſhall baue Tribulation, but in me ye ſhall have Peace. 
His Saints ſhall in him and through him, have 
Peace with God and Peace with their own Con- 


ſciences; they ſhall have that Peuce, which the 


Apoſtle ſpeaks of, Phil. iv. J. as the Peace af 
God that pa th all Underflanding, and doth, with 
a truly bliſsful and delightful Serenity, beep the 
Heart and Mind in Chriſt Feſas. In a Word, 

' Gibly, Men ſhall be bleſſed in him with all ſpiri= 


poſtle expreſiy ſheweth us, Eph, i. 3. And, 
as theſe Girirual Bleſſings are in a very peculiar 
Manner valuable in themſelves ; fo, in the 
Conſequences of them they are eternal Blel- 
fings ; inrended, by an infinitely wiſe and gra- 
_ thous GOD, to wean us from the Things ofa 


* FN "OE 


bng dwelt with bim that batetb Peace; but yet in 


mal Bleings in heavenly Flurer; for fo the A- 
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preſent World, in which it is impoſſible we ca 
ever find our Happineſs ; and to fit us for theſe. 


beavenly Places, theſe many Manſions in our Fa- 


ther Houſe above, where the Happineſs will 


be fully commenſurate to the Purity of our 


perfectly ſanctiſied Natures, and accompanied 
with the moſt refined and raviſhing Joys, ne- 
ver more to be interrupted, and never at any 


Time to be ended. And what is it we would 


wiſh for more? 

And now I come to the third and laft gene 
ral Thing in the Text, the grateful 27 
ledgments that are to be made to our Redeemer; ; 
all Nations ſhall call him bleſſed, As to this; 
there are theſe og Things I would lay I 
before you, © 
I. To call him 2 Aube the acknow- 


ledging of him to be bleſſed. And indeed good 


Reaſon is there to do ſo, yea to acknowledge 
him to be moſt blefſed for ever, and that with 
the higheſt Degree of Admiration, upon many 
Accounts. How bleſt and truly happy a Perſon 
muſt he be, on the Account of his on origi- 


nal Excellencies ? on the Account of the great 
Honour conferred by the Father upon him, as 
our. Mediator, and as the Reward of his me- 
ritorious Obedience and Sufferings > and on 
the Account of the innumerable and ineſtimable 
-Bleſſings, he hath purchaſed for us, is conti- 
-nually beſtowing on us, and is hereafter yet 
more efully to communicate to us? 2dly, To 


cal 
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Chriſtian Religion, 13 
rall him bleſſed, is not only to acknowledge him 
ſuch, but to do ſo with our moſt thankful 
Praiſes; being ready to ſay, unto the Honouf 
of his Name, and with a becoming Warmth of 
Devotion, as ye have it, Rev. v. 12. Worthy 
is the Lamb that was (lain, to receive Power and 
Riches, and Wiſdom and Strength, and Honey 
and Glory; and Bleſing. 

3dly, Whereas it is ſaid, all Nations ſhall Bleſs 
him, this is to intimate, how univerſally Men ſhall 
be imployed in thus honouring of him. And ins 
deed, it is very amazing, anda great Proof of the 
Divine Original and Authority of our holy Rel. 
gion, to conſider how very ſpeedily, in the Courſe 
ofa very few Years, after our Saviour's Death and 
Reſurre&ion, and Aſcenſion, the greateſt Ho- 
nour was paid unto our Redeemer's Name, and 
his holy Religion made to overſpread all the nu- 
merous Nations, Provinces, and extenſive Do- 
minions of that vaſtly extended Empire, the 
Roman Empire; and that in Oppoſition to all 
the Power and Policy of the Princes of the 
World, to all the Subtilty of the pretended wiſe 
Men of the World, and to all the Enmity and 
Rage of many of the inferior Sort againſt it; 
and all this, without any external Force, or. 
Sophiſtry of deſigning Men to propagate it; and 
only thro' the Countenance of Heaven upon it; 
and the ſpecial Bleſſing of GOD, upon the 
mean and contemptible Inftruments, whom he 

honoured to be imployed in it. | 
And 
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us that are Miniſters; and to others who profeſs 
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And as the Honour of our Redeemer” $ Name 


| was remarkably advanced in the primitive 
Times of his holy Religion; fo hath it ever 


fince that Time, even until now, been in leſs 
or more maintained among the Nations. And 
what a great and zoodly Company ſhall there be 
imployed in the doing of this for ever, when 
the whole Family of — and Earth ſhall be gas 
thered together, and when, as ye. have it, Rev. 


Y xxi. 24. all the Nations of them that are ſaved, 
ſhall be made to enter into the new Jeruſalem, 


there to ſing and fay, as it is, Rev. v. 9, 10. 
Thou wat lain, and baſt redeemed us to God by 
255 Blood, out of every Kindred and Tongue, 5 


People, and Nation, and haſt made us unto our God 


Kings and Prieſts, . 

And now, having thus opened up. unto you 
that great Variety of Matter, which lieth crowd» | 
ed in this inſtructive and comforts” Tex. 4 
proceed, as was propoſed in the ſecond Place, to 
the Improvements upon the Subject. And; 
1, Is there ſuch. particular Notice taken, by 
the holy Spirit of GOD, in the Words of our 
Text, as to the bleſſed and glorious Name of our 


Redeemer: and; doth the Succeſs of our holy 


Religion depend A much, -as ye have heard, up- 
on the Regard that Men do pay to our bleſted 


| Redeemer, and to the Honour of his Name; 


then, this may ſpeak out abundant Direction to 


themſelves to be Chriftians, 1 
1. To 


Cir gun Ae iy 


1. to: us who are Miniſters ; that in all our 
publiek Miniſtrations, we ſhould ſincerely en- 
deavour to promote the Honour of his Nume; 
not only dy preaching directly and expreſly con- 
cerning bim, from Time to Time as there is occã- 
ſion; but, by ſo managing our other Diſcour- 
ſes upon the Subjects of Morality and Practice, 
as it may appear we a& our Part herein 47 tru- 
ty Ckriſtian Miniſters,” reaſoning with our Hear- 
ers, upon truly Chriftian N and Conſt; 
derations. ee IF 

No doubt, to cry out againſt and run "ROY 
all Sermons recommending Morality, or the 
practical Part of Religion, as inconſiſtent with 
the Spirit and Deſign of the G3ſpel ; "doth diſco. 
ver, either a great deal of Ignorance, or of real 
Enmity againft that which our bleſſed Saviour 
had, in a ſpecial Manner, in his Intention, even in 
laying down of his Life for us; for the Apoſtle 
expreſly tells us, Tit. ii. 14. Ghrif gave himſelf 
for lu, that he might redeem us from all Twiquity, 
and purify unto himſelf a peeultar Tat en 

of good Works, 

But then, up6n. the other Hand, it muſt be 
acknowledged, when Miniſters are 1⁰ continual- 
ly upon the Duties of Morality, as very rately, 
or very ſuperficially, if at all, to ſpeak of Chriſt, 
the great Author, of our Religion: Or, when 
Minifters preach up the Duties of Morality, with- 
gut-inculcating the Neceſſity of Regeneration, of 
A 1 1155 Union through Faith vhts Grit the Re. 
0 C deemer, 


The nder of the 


* of the Aid of the Spirit and Grace of 
GOD: Or, when they preach up Morality, as it 
it were ſufficiently 1 in our own Power to perform 
the Duties of it, in a truly gracious and accep- 
table Manner; or, as if our Morality, even with 


all the Imperfections that attend it, was enough 


alone to denominate us truly good and religious, 
and to make us happy: Or, to urge the Practice ot 


Morality, without a ſuitable Regard to theſe Mo- 


tives that are peculiar to, and are the diſtinguiſhing 
Excellency of the Goſpel-revelation Such a Way 
of Preaching, hath a moſt obvious Tendency, to 
carry both the Preacher and the Hearer quite from 


off che Chriſtian Scheme. And I] remember it to 
have been very juſtly obſerved of ſome, that 


ſuch a Way of it, which hath of late Years be- 
come ſo very fahionable, and hath been ſo much 
applauded of many'in the neighbouring Nation, 


hath, among other Things, exceedingly contri- 


buted to the Increaſe of Deiſm there; and ſo 
much the more Reaſon have we to take Care, 
that the dreadful Infection do not prevail among 
ourſelves. 


And, 1n the ſecond Place, what I have now 


8 "+ ſuggeſting, may be ſome Way likewiſe of 


Uſe as to the Conduct even of others, (beſides 
Miniſters) that are profeſſed Chriſtians. When- 
ever theſe think of improving their Opportuni- 
ties, for recomfnending. of what is good, or of 
any Thing of Religion, to their Friends, their 
Neighbours, or Acquaintances let them endea-” 

vour, 


— —————— 6 


— 


: Chriſtian Religion. . if 
your, not merely to make them gobd Perſons, 
but truly good and religious Chriſtians ; for there 
is no ſuch true Goodneſs, no Goodneſs ſo uniform 
and conſtant, as that which is grafted upon, or 
is the genuine Product of zruly Chriſtian Hin- 
ciples, 

A ſecond Improvement I would offer unto. 
you upon the Subject, is this; Is it fo, that the 
Name of the Redeemer cal endure "Fi ever, 
and that it all be continued as long as the Sun; 
how may this raiſe our Hopes and comfort us, 
amidft all our Fears in Reference to the Ho- 
nour ot the Redeemer's Name, and the Inte- 
reſts of his holy Religion? It is true indeed, when 
we conſider what a Deluge of Errors, even of the 

groſſeſt Kind, hath, of late Years broke out in this 


land, by Socinians, Arians,Deiſts, and other Ini. 


dels; when we conſider, to what an amazingHeight 
| uin and Immorality hath advanced among 
: how very much a wretched Indifferency as 

wy the real Concerns of Religion hath prevailed. 
with us, yea with theſe of whom better Things 
might have been expected, as having enjoyed 
the Advantages of a good and religious Educa- 
tion themſelyes ; who yet, inſtead ot ſtemming 
the Tide of Corruption, and ſtanding in the Gap 
to preyent its overflowing, have ſuffered them- 
| ſelves to be carried down the Stream, and that 
by the Levity, the Pride, the Vanity, the Luxury, 
the many dangerous, burtfu] Amuſements and Di- 
ve. ons, which have now come to an extraor- 
1 dinary 
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dinary Height among us ; (not to ſpeak of va- 
rious other Extravagancies of many of the 
younger Sort) which it was the Duty, and 
would have been the Honour of theſe who. 
were. elder, to have. teſtified. agaifiſt, and to 
have, with a ſuitable Vigour, endeavoured to 
curb; In a Word, When we conſider how ſad- 
1y verified among us is the mournful Predicti- 
on of our Redeemer, Matth. xxiv. 12, that Ini- 
guity ſhall abound, "and the Love of many ſhall 
wax cold: Great Reaſon have we, on theſe and 
ſuck like Accounts, to cry out in 'che Wards or 
the Prophet Amos, vii, 2. O LORD COD, I be- 
| feech thee, by whom ſhall Jacob ariſe? "Er. be 1 
1 ſmall : And to ſay with holy David, Paal. xii. 
ö 14 2. Help Lord, for the godly Han cealetb, the 
Faithful fail from among the Children of Men 
They ſpeak Vanity, every one with his Neighbour : So. 
{ that our preſent Situation doth, in many Reſpects, 0 
| look with a very threatning Aſpect upon the 
Concerns of Relj gion, and giveth, too much 
Ground to fear, leſt the Chriſtian Name and Reli- 
gion, be, in Procels of Time, quite worn out 
from among us. But here is our Comfort, he 
to whom it is impoſi ble ſo lie, and to. whom it 
can never be a Difficulty to perform what he 
faith, hath given his faithful Word of Promiſe 
for it, that his Son's Name, and conſequently. 
his holy Religion, ſhall endure for ever, and ſhall 
& continued as long as the Su. | 
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Chriſtian une 2x 
* 'Tist 1095 indeed, that this his Promiſe, gra- 
cious and comfortable as it is, gives no Aſſu: 
vance to us, that his Name 4 Religion ſhall be 
always continued in particular With us. Many 
urches that once have been famous, are now 
in their Ruins ; and what hath befallen them, 
ok ſoon and juſtly be made to befall ours 
elves. | However, there are theſe Things that 
even in this mournful View! of the Matter, 1 
would lay before you; Ike. 
I, All ſuch 'as are truly the Diſciptes of 
the bleſſed: JESUS, and have a true Teal ant 
Affection for the Honour of his Name, will be 


he. ſhall never want à Seed upon Earth, ſome- 
where or other, to ſerve hini, to honour Bim. 
and that ſhall be accounted unto him for a Gene= 
ration (a). And this much at leaft, is plainly 
made ſure unto us by the Promiſe. 

adh, The more Danger we ſee the Intereſts 
of his Religion and Kingdom to be in, the more 


it will be the Care of all that. are "indeed his 


Friends, to do what they can, in a regular and 
becoming Manner, to prevent the Ruin of them. 
Zaly, The leſs there is of Succeſs in any ſuit- 


able Endeavqurs for the Honour of the Re. 


deemer's Name, the more will it be the ſincere 


| Reſolution of all that truly love him, and re- 


gard him, ever to abide by him themſelves, and 
to keep cloſs unto his Intereſts, Gying with 


* 


\ (a9 Pſa. 2.2. 30, 


glad and rejoice at the Thoughts of this, that 


good 


22 The Per petuity of the | 

850d Folhua, (as far as they can, whatever may 
be the Way of others,) A. for me and my Houſe 
we will ſerve the LORD, Joſh. xxiv. 15. 


411%, For as low as the Intereſts of Religion 


are among us, yet there are a good many, who. 


have a ſincere Concern of Heart about them; 


{o that there is good Ground to hope, GOD 
fill hath a Remnant among us, who will take 
Cate, to keep up the Honour of his Name, and 
of his Son, Name, while they themſelves are 
alive; and to engage others to do the ſame, 
after they themſelves are gone and laid in the 
ſilent Grave, And no Doubt it concerneth us 
not to deſpiſe the Day of ſmall Things (a). 
A third Improvement I offer upon the Sub- 
May the Children of Men be Ble/# 


have heard, thro the Knowledge of his Name, 


and a ſuitable Compliance with his holy Reli 


ion; how much ſhould this engage all Sorts of 
AB according to their ſeyeral Stations and 
Abilities, to hold Hand to the propagating the 
Knowledge of his Name, and to the recom- 
mending effectually the Love and Practice of 


' his holy Religion, Let us therefore vigorouſly 


apply our ſelves unto it; 1982 eee de. 
If, By being much and feryent in Prayer 
unto GOD. about it; e ans 
- . 2dh, By being our ſelves good Examples in 
the Way of it; pate, 


3 aly, 


(a) Tech. ir. 10 


tithe Religh gion.” 23 


345 o 3 


they be proper Perſons who are entruſted with 


reaching the Chriſtian Doctrine, whether: by 


publick Preaghing or more private Inſtructions. 
Theſe Things commit thou 10 faithful Men, lays 
the Apoſile, 2 Tim. ii. 2. And no Daubt, 
all that. have any Power or Authority, or I. 
fluence, in the chooſing, calling, or fixing of 
Miniker and other Teachers (a) of the Things 
of Religion, in particular Places, ought ſeriouſiy 
to conſider, how great a Truſt is in Providence 
committed to them; and how awiul an Ae. 
count will one Day be required of them. And 
ſeeing tis obvious, a great Deal of the Hanau 
of our Redeemer's Name, and of the Credit and 


Succels of Religion, doth depend upon chaoſing 
and acting well in this Matter; the more thens 
is of a Tentation in the Way of any to do o- 


therwiſe, the more Need have they to be up» 
on their Guard, And ſuch as are under partie 
cular Attachments unto others, by Relatias er 
Frieudſpip ; or Dependence, on the Account of 


Favours received or Favours expected, ar an 
the Account of Loſſes and Inconveniencies that 


may be dreaded; ſhould no Doubt take che 
more eſpec 


trinſick Conſiderations give the Braſs, without 
ſuffering them to 4 upon the true 


(a) Such as Proba tioners, or Candidates forth the Mint. 


fry ; ; itinerant Preachers, Catechifts „ . Ke | 


imployed by tbe Society. | 5 


lal Heed unto themſelves, leſt ex- 


TY The Perpituity 7 FA 
'Motives of advancing the Honour of the Re: 
deemer's. Name, and the true Lane ot. hik 
Kingdom. 4 9 

- 4thly, If ye wad hold Hand to the Hotivie 
of the Redeemer Name and Religian, take Care 
to maintain a ſuitable Regard to theſe Inſtitutions 
he himſelf hath preſaribed * for that Effect; ab 
particularly, 5 — 
1, Make Conſcience of reabinþ ind medi. 
tating upon the bleſſed Scrzprures ot Truth. Let 
not the prevailing Taſte of this degenerate 
Age, to which theſe holy Oracles are become 
inſipid, take Place with you. 'Tis our Savit 
ours own Advice, John v. 30. © Search' ie 
Scriptures, for ſays be, they are they that ref ify of 
me; and ſays the Apoſtle, Col. iii. 16. Let the 
an Ak of Chrift dwell in you rithly in all Wiſdom! 
- 2dly, Take Care to attend upon the Ordinan- 
cet of his Houſe, particularly upon the preachs 
ing of his Word. It hath pleaſed GOD, ſays the 

| apo, 1 Cor, i. 21, by the Fooliſhneſs of Preath2 
Ing," 20 ſave them that believe ; that is, by what 
a Men of the World are apt to account Foolifh= 

+ neſs,” And forſake not ye the" aſſembling © of 

Four ſelves together, as the Manner df ſoms 
in lays the Apoſtle (a); Let net any fay, I 
am of Faul, and I of Apolles, and I of 
cephat. I. Cbriſt divided ?. ſays the Apoſtle (501 
Learn to look above the een to Chrilt 
himſelt the great Maſter 7 kel This 10 
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in a particular Manner the way to honour bims. 
and to contribute the more to the Succeſs of 
his holy Religion. 55 
| 3aly, Let me in a special Manner . 
mend to you, a high Regard, to theſe Chriſtian 
Inſtitutions, the bleſſed Sacraments of nn 
and the Supper of our Lore. F 

As for that of Baptiſm, it is the initiating 
Ordinance, by which we are admitted Mem- 
bers into Chriſts viſible Church upon Earth; 
and, is plainly inſtituted for the Honour ot the 
Redeemer's Name, as being appointed to be 
| adminiſtrated, not only in the Name of the Fa- 
ther and of ibe Holy Ghoſt, but of the Hr our 
Saviour. And as to the, Influence this Ordi- 
nance of Baptiſm may have for maintaining the 
Honour of his Name, ye yourſelves may judge I 
which hath the greateſt Tendency this Way ; 
whether, when according to the natural Inten- 
tion of the Inſtitution, it is in a decent publick 
Manner gone about in the ſolemn Aſſembly; or, 
when it is thruſt into a private -Rooth or Core, 
ner, where i it is to be feared, that too often it 
is made to degenerate into a iner e 
empty Formality, .-.: | T's 

But then, as to the Sacrarnent of the Sup 
per, this is yet in a more peculiar Manger! in- 
ſtituted for the Honour of our Redeemer's 
Name. is the great Memorial of, what he 
hath done and ſuffered for us, and to be con- 
tinued, till he come again in order to 55 the 


ol 


—— 
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World: with Righteouſneſs (a). And truly there 


is ſomewhat ſo very remarkable in our Savi- 
our's inſtituting of it; and the bleſſed Apoſtle, 


1. Cor. 11 Chap. doth ſpeak out ſo many great 


and awful Things in Relation to it, and to the 
Manner of partaking ar it; that it is really a- 
mazing, that any who pretends a Regard un- 
to the Cbriſtian Name, and alſo to the Doctrines 
of the Reformation, ſhould have been of late, 
at ſo much Pains, by writing, and in writing 
by ſeveral the moſt groſly ſtrained Conſtructi- 
ons, upon ſome of the very plaineſt Paſſages 


ot Scripture, to give unto the World, extreme. 
ly. diminutive Thoughts of this ſolemn and ſa- 


cred Inſtitution; As if, according to the old So. 
cinian Doctrine, it were no more than an empty 
Ceremony or Hen, but not at all a Seal of the 
New. and well ordered Covenant; and as if, 
even in this degenerate State, and earthly DiC. 
poſition of Mind which prevaileth among us, 
ſo vaſtly different from that which remarkably 
obtain'd among, the primitive Chriſtians, there 
was no more Need of any previous Prepara» 
tion in thinking to approach unto it, than in 
going about any the moſt ordinary Piece of 
Duty incumbent upon us. Sure, the Age we 
live in, is not of ſuch a Complexion, 8 any 


ſhould need either by Writing or Converſation 
to act ſuch a Part, as if there was Reaſon to 


fear, that People are much in Hazard of. N 
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up too much of their Time, or becoming too 
ſerious 1 in the Matters of GOD, and the Concerns 
of Religion ; or in preparing for that O mance, 
which, through the Bleſhog of GOD, might * | 
be of the greateſt Advantage unto them. And 
tis abundantly obvious, that every Attempt to- 
depreciate any of the Inftitutions of Chrif, 'e- 


ſpecially this folemn, awful, and yet comfort= 1 


able one of the Sacrament of the Supper, hath a 
native Tendency to the leſſening of the Ho- 
nour of his Name, and conſequently to the 
weakning of the true Intereſts of Religion. But, 
5thly, It ye would hold Hand to the Honour 


of the Redeemer's Name, and the propagating of 


his holy Religion, which is calculated fo much 
to be a Bleſing to the Children of Men; let 
me recommend it to you to contribute to it 
from Time to Time, even out of your e. 


| tance, as GOD is pleaſed to enable you: For, 


ft, This is to honour the LORD with ary 
Subſtance (a) i in an eminent Degree. © 

24ly, Conſider how miferable the Condition! 
of theſe muſt be, who are Strangers unto 
CHRIST, and without the ſaving Knowledge 
of his Name. The Apoſtle ſpeaking of the un- 
converted Heathen, 55 ii. 12. doth repreſent 
them as being without CHRIST, and in conſe- 
quence of this, as being without GOD, and wit. 
out Hope in the World ; and AFs iv. 12. We 
are told, neither is there | Salvation is any other 


; beſides CHRIST ; ; for there. 15 none other Nume 


22 under 
(a) Prov. 3. 9. 75 | 


<= 3 '7 he Perpetvity of y 
under Heaven among. Aon. whereby e ouſt, * 
Javed, D503 5 | 
34% Let the falſe 0 miſtaken Zeal of o. 
thers 1 in what, is bad, be an Excitement unto. 4 
you to exert yourſelves ; in what is ſo commend: , 
able and good. Shall bigorted and idolatrous 
Papiſts be ſo very induſtrious and expenſive, to 
propogate the Romiſh Faith, in their ſuperſtitious 
and idolatrous e 23 Shall we Kel 
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* not a fer, both in our neighbouring Land, 
and in our wr, be an Excitement unto ſuch as 
haye already done well, to hold on doing ſo; 
and unto others, that they may ſet Heart and | 

Hand to concur with them in their pious En- 

2 deavours; and the rather, that theſe Endea- 

| yours have been already attended with much 

deſireable Succeſs. And indeed, as even we in 

this Place have a great Deal of Reaſon to be 
thankful to GOD, and to honour” the Me- 

mory and the perſons of ſeveral, on the account 

ef their liberal Foundations. and Donations, 

whereby Proviſion is made for the Support of | 

| che Ared, the Relief of the Infirmed and Die. 

. eaſed,” as alſo tor the Maintenance, the virtuous 

and religious Education of conſiderable Num- 

bers both of Boys and of Girls; ſo, I cannot but 


n it . avs vey agreeable to you, that the 
BAS 
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dene of the . 5 Epil among vs, wn. in 


iy to which they are trained, while partic 


Chriſtian Manner, both with their Subſtance and 


tended the e Tode #6 the Society, and do 
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e Space even of three I ears, made ſuch gon 
ſiderable Advances ; ; and that ye have now the 
0 pportunity of obſerving. with your Eyes 6 
ody a Sight of LIONS Ones, before you, 17 
decently. apparelled eyen by th el O99, Lea 


lar Care i is alſo taken As do their ( (ile an 
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the Funds of that truly Dna Society ae 


for propagating of Chriftiqn Knowledge, whoſe En- 
deavours have been remarkably owned of GO 
in propagating ot it, both into the remoter 
Places of our native Country, and likewiſe even 
into the weſtern World; as to both of which, 
ſeverals in the neighbouring. Nation, have not 
a little concurred, in a very generous and truly 


with their Counſels. And as it well becomerh 
us ina ſpecial Manner, and with a ſuitable Gra- 
titude to acknowledge, how much the good 
Deſigns of the Society have been furthered, by 
His Majeſty's liberal annual Donation a), for 
advancing the ſame Ends, which the Society 
th in View; ſo the Succeſles which have! ats 


LY 


(a) This refers. to. His Majefty' 5 annual Founty ; 
1000 l. Ster. for encouraging itinerant Preachers and Cu. 


chifts in the Highlands and Ilan of Scotland, undes 
2 of the General * id * "NE 
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il all them, notwithſtanding ſome Pr 


alters and Inconyetiierities, to which all 'hy. 


mane Managements, even the beſt, are expoſe 


f ed; and the great Numbers ot their. Scholars, 
amounting, a according to the Account laid bes. 

fore the late General Aſſembly of this Church, 
| rÞ 0 les than berwixt four and five Thouſand | S 


do ſpeak ſo muth to the Honour of theſe truly 
Fohoilrable and reſpeZtful Perſons, thar are Mem- 
bets ald Managers in the Soriery, that 1 rejoice 


to bave ſo good an Argument for ſuperſeding 


the Neceſſity ot any ſuch particular Encomiums, 
as might perbaps be conſtructed to ſavour too 
much of Fang e and Formality, 
80 then, | 


Jh Conſider how great a Reward all ſack 
: may expect of GOD, who with a truly ſincere 


and honeſt Mind, do concur with their Hub- 


wt and otherwiſe, in 1 the Intereſts 


. * * bl 


- ed; how y * 73 5 may we well D 


theſe truly pious and liberal Souls ſhall be, who 


deviſe and att liberal Things, for the ſpiritual and 
Eternal Benefit of the Souls of others? *Tis a 


{urpriſing ord of the bleſſed Apoſtle, and points 


out the truly marvelous Condeſcenſic on of the 


Divine Goodneſs, a1 us, when he laith, 


2 28 
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"@) Mat. 8 42. 
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Heb. x vi. 10. GOD is not 9 to forget Jo: - 


Work and Labour of Love. 
And now, there is but one Tiiprovengent 


more, which I would only, in a paſſing Mane, 


ner touch upon in the fourth Place, as, particu. 
larly relative to the laſt Clauſe in the Text; 
and it is this; Shall all Nations bleſs the Name of 
our Redetmer, and call him bleſſed ? ſhall they 
in their thankful Acknowledgments celebrate 


the Praiſes due unto him ? Let not us be want= 


ing in this ſo ſuitable and pleaſant a Way, to 
make alſo our grateful Returns unto him. Let 
us be much in bleſſing him, and bleſſing his and 
our heavenly Father for him, Let us ſay with 
the holy Palmiſt in the two Verſes immediate- 
ly following that of our Text, Bleſſed be the 


LORD GOD, the GOD of Iſrael, who only doth 


wondrous J bow} 3 And bleſſed be tis glorious Name 
for ever ; and let the whole Earth be filled with his 


Glory. The more we are accuſtomed to this Way 
of it upon Earth, which is ſo much the Work 


of Heaven Above the more ſhall we be fitted 
to employ ourſelves in it to Perfection there, 


when aſſociated to the inmmerable Company q- 


Angels, and the Spirits of juſt Men made per- 
Ject (a); and engaged with them, to our inex- 
preſſible Satisfaction, in ſinging Halelujahr, unto 


bim that fitteth upon the T brone, and unto the Lamb. 


for ever and ever (b). 


The LORD bleſs what hath been delivered,” 
and to his Name be the Praiſe for ever. Amen. 


(2) Heb. 12. 22, 23. (6) Rev. 5. 13. 
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